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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum. 

^IERE SHOWN OTHERWISE. 
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Irector instructed that 
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, “complete analysis be made of an^^vestlgfitlve 

deliclencies in Oswald case and analysis made concerning any necessary changes 
in our procedures re handling cases of this type -- analysis re procedure^hai^es 
and dissemination policies handled separately. 

RESULTS^O f*' FINDINGS RE INVESTIGATIVE DEFICIENCIES: 

I V „ '-‘It is definitely felt subject Oswald should have beep on the Security 

' IndPx (vSI) based on following facts: (This is based solely on Information In our 
file‘^ at time of and prior to assassination and does not take into consideration ‘ ' 
information subsequently developed. ) (1) Subject*s defection to Russia and statement 
that he neVer would return to United States for any reason. (2) Stated he was 
Marxist and advised Department of State he would furnish Soviets any information 
' he had acquired as Marine Aviation Electronics Expert. Also affirmed in writing 
aUegiance to Soviet Union and said service in Marine Corps gave him chance to y 
observe American imperialism. According to State Department Oswald msplayed ; 
air of new ’’Sophomore” Party liner at that time. (3) Upon returning td the Umted 
f States Oswald ‘displayed cold, arrogant, general unc(x>peraUve attltud^W. refused , 
iu to take Bureau Polygraph test to determine if he had cooperated with SovieU had 
> current InteUigence assignment. (4) On 9/28/62 It was learned 
^ to ’’The Worker, ” east coast Communist newspaper. (5) In April, 1933L learhed he 
Y had been in contact with Fair Play for Cuba Committee, New York, and pae*d^ ; 
u 51^ pamphlets and had placard around neck reading ’’Hands Off Cuba - Vlva^Fldal# ^ 

I? (3) Wrote letter June 10, 1963, to ’’The Worker” asking for literature spying .waa 
K forming Fair Play for Cuba Committee in New Orleans and he, sent honorary *.,< v ; 
i membership to ’’those fighters for peace” Mr. Gus Hall and Mr. ,B. Davis (Beh j;, 
Davis). (7) Arrested August 9, 1933, New Orleans, passing out Fair Play 
Cuba pamphlets on street. ShorUy thereafter interviewed on radio and said’Ibmsla :^ . 4 

had gone soJ |j)n 



0 . ^fe^d^and^eat of Government employees who J^ndled^lnsto > . *5 

I maintain subject did not comTwitHin SI crUcrla. Hlnspe ctor does not agree, belieVlng- 
' j toat Os^id Canje wi^n follo^ng category: ’’Invest l^^atjonJiag J^ey^£e d 
‘1 that iK'Tnaivrdirallhougil a ^ember of or_parJicij 2 aatJtt. i A 

[1-Mr. f 



MenD randum for Mr. Tolson 
Re: Lee Harvey Oswald 
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f upon the opportu nity pr esented. b_Y_J; hje_na tlQnaI emergenCY-tO-en danzgr thfi IHl Wifi. 

[ ga|etv by ove rt acts or sta temegt&jKX thla th e l a- st , .thrae^yeargj 

f ^rou ;h reliable sourcesT Informants or Indlvldu.alsT'^ 

• . > 

ITpon sublect^a return from Russia iQjrexas o n 6/14/62. hfl JBraffJptflT- 
viewed and displayed a recalcitra nt a ttitude The only investigation conducted was 
to interview a numlDer of GSovernment officials, three relatives and check with two 
Communist Party informants. The cas g^was then closed afte r_a^.econdiiit^vlew, 

!with subje^ b y Da Uas rep ort date^8/30/§2* No neighborhood or employment sources 
{developed, wi fe not J nt eryi e\^. mail covers or other Jechnjg uesjiot us ed to deter- 
taine whom'Oswaldin contact wi^or^wheth^_he had intelligence assign ment 
Insnec'tor feels thi^ liniiteainvestisation'^adequate_. DiTlas AgVnt_r^spo^bl^fOT 
delinnuencles until 3/26/63' was 
[and no expl anations obtained fronOfijSr^^^^ 

S Dallas reopened case 3/2 6/63 , 

Jr. , and sunervlsed bv Field Supervisor After sending Burwu a 
letter on 3/25/63 setting out leads to determine Uswaid’s employment and consider 
interviewing Oswald’s wile, the BureaujvasjiQtJyrnl8bedjAyJjiJpr.qxatio^ 
and then only after the Bureau ha(Tmad$Jlnquiryj?f J)aU It was not until 9/10/63 that 
lD^ias r5oAeTsu1S]ecrdsw2^^ to ’’The Worker” on 9/28/82 and on April 21, 

1933, had been in contact with New York Fair Play for Cuba Committee, advising then 



.JLpUAVx’li W JU SS ’P 

took no action except to route it to former Agen jl^rp^? A 

I this information warrantedj'eopening case. Insp ec tor not agreej bpLl.©§i®^ 
light of_subject’s def^ion, ca se should have been re op ened at f jrst 1^^ 
coi ^mu nist sympath y or activi^ . . 

Special Agnn ttfg-'^^ advised that Newjfork ji.d,not report Oswald’4 
4/21/63 Fair Play for Cuba'^n£c\ to DaUas until letter sent6|j^7/63 andJD^^ 

not feel it necessaryjto^report it to JBureau until 9/10/63. JEg^j^^idmite 
would h ave been better to have reported on JMs m atter earlier. 

Spec ial Agent New Yo rk^ handled thlsjmatter ■ 

and states ^formation was rece^ecT^romTnor^ 

1 5 ea^ InHun'dled urgent matt ers firsl and ilpishfilLfilltoe 
I processing at a pproximately tj^^ end of June, 1963. 

Supervisor New Yor^ makes_stoilajjexpl^^ - 

Inspector feels"66 -day del^tSCTJISrS? to 6/27/63 enlirelytoaiong to proceM 
such material, partlculSTylnasmuch as New York In no position to T?^ 

6t some of tffls material to other offices who have Mttoe c^es opened on Indivwuaia 

concerned. ^ 
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Memo for Mr. Tolson 
Re: Lee Harvey Oswald 

aafedvued DalUs considered the mort 
esse the Oswald's wile and 

5f?£;“otirsrdt 

given interview Mj;s. ^ ^ ^ 

return to DaJ^ was 






|Os^d.de.t»^u>^^^^ 

working at thr T«a» 5=^°* but stated 

M llr^dhy OswaldT. Mr «• ^Irt telepho ne cUl to 

Oswald’s wife living with her. r/TT^eaVniniT vdEh MrsTlPalne. 

Osw^d'spUoeotemptoyment^a^^^^ 

tes^rr^’i; 

®W» explained that he held 

certain he was In toestlgatlon. .JUBa. 

possibly tater™w ^ ha“be“^ In conlaciwjtt the ^ylet^tas^ 

aw are as ^npx^ylo.L.til^^'^^^-^ -• in nonstrateglcposTttQfl, 

Mexico b ut on 'hn^rtant”to' national "dftfgnsejfl^ 

where he wouldnoTSave_acp33 Jq, Id 'd^inlte lv does not 
hT^ISrjSOTied inJwWtag 

indication New Orleans 

in New OrleansjwereJtoj.|cerUi^^ U/19/63. Even If 

ISa^anylv^^ n^i^ormation in their possession, pallas shouliL 

New Orleans had not reported al lMorj^tton^^ 

have intensified investi^tloiUiUish^^ ' 

Supervi^^ 
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Memo to Mr. Tolson 
Re: Lee Harvey Oswald 

t dlscussedjjbove Inve st igativ e_ste£8^wltl4IB^ 
whicVh^lr"lothJj^^ 

criteria. - ^ ^ ^ 












Lead set out by DaUas In March 25, 1963, letter tor Dalla^ drter- 

mlne present employment olOswald and, thereafter, 

be Intervlewea. S!)i3-’".“J9SUPUow«<* 

until 8 / 21/63 when DaUas was asked about this leaT ~ 
hripans for distributing Fair play for Cuba pamphlets, 

% additional investigation not condurted until subj|^- 

^ilSted that subj ectVas Mt engag3d h ^ctiyities lidmical.to 

■r .y>mww did not feel interviewof subject^s wife. warranted ^d_l4 aiisiatlon 

be-reooe, ^.atWe aupp. 3/?5/63 !per,f^ 

Of Interyiewing wife, a d^sed he_di d noUeeUMPJe^^ ,, 

I within purview of S I c.rUerlais. 

It will also be no ted that sto p placed against subject in 

Wpr"mlt?hl have missed further arrests without stop In Idejxt. ^speCi^^ TO i 
1 Section regarding defection aspec^ygg;j,*;^-g^^ 

g^asjg w;aiffi^4 8g^^ 

1 for inclusion on S. 




, . . c- 

•Memo for Mr. Tolson 
Re: Lee Harvey Oswald 









^T^!^iecr*OTr^ stating he did not feei~C>^wald met £riieija. j fc i< ^ 

rir.:^;.lTi^rBnalrad approximately one to 

te2®’9EBJ4S han<iledcase.in Ne3LPrl?¥»? 
report submlWWffa^^^^ 

ji attention was afforded-thls case. 

■BUJiai supervised case sdb]« 

In advising BmeS; aGTtaUed to put on Security Inde*. saying they 01 

met criteria. 
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Memo for Mr. Tolson 
Re: Lee Harvey Oswald 

O BSERVATIONS: 

As indicated above, there were a number of investigative and 
reporting delinquencies in the handling of the Oswald case. Oswald should havt 
been on the Security Indeiy his wife shou ld have be en interviewed before 

a nd InlreitoU^ti^ lfied - abeyance .mM 

_ _ .. .. -unmmrn\ m handle d bv two differe nTSlrcuesgJs^^ 

/Riice Division. 1. e. . NalionaliFie'i^nteUigeiiC^^.Bsplo^^ 
WhUeJecUon Chiefs > 

to the supervision^^ this c^ theyJiave certain i^V 

foFprppeflj Indf^tHnatlng and training sub ordinate superylsoi ^ejgqtyieag^ 
bi" cen^ei'TfealFol^^^^ Inspecfaygig^g;^^^ he^J^. JEsplgnagg - 

e^se^ch Branch , and Ai^lstaQ tJpirector 






Ihstant fil^”Howev(^'itJsJelFtt^^ they Jiaye o Wr_all responsibmtjJ(^j?I2ESUX, 
training a nd indo ctri nating subordinate personnel and_8houldbe ce nsured. 

Concerning the administrative action recommended hereinafter, there 
is the possibility that the Presidential Commission invesUgatlng ins^t matter 
wUl subpoena the investigating Agents. K this occurs, the possibHity then exlsta 
that the Agents may be questioned concerning whether administrative action 
taken ag^st them. However, it is felt these possibilities are sufficiently remote 
that the recommended action should go forward at this time. It appears unlUtely at 
thlg.tlme that the Commission’s subpo^i ms ^wojdd ^xdo^^ the Ag^t level. ^ ^ 









RECOMME^^ ATIONS 

“ 



I <r->^ 4J * 

S3 (Veteran), Dallas - Censure and probation 



for inadequate interview of Os-ldte wife 

reporting, failure to put subject on Security Index, and for holding ^ 

abeyant after being in receipt of information that ?“ ^ 

.Soviet Emba ssy, Mexico City. If approved, to be handled by the Administrative 

1 Division. 











V 
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Memo for Mr. Tolson 
Re: Lee Harvey Oswald 



i 




o 



t 

2. Field Supervisor BESSgIgS (Nonveteran), Dallo - ? 
Censure and probation for failing to insure that case, more fully Investigated and 
reported, for not placing subject on the Security Index and for concurring In 
decision to hold investigation in abeyance. If approved, to be handled by the 
Administrative Division. 

\/. .. A Ji 







\ 



®3. ‘ Dallas - Censure for failing 

to have Oswald case reopeii^A after Dallas informed that he subscribed to The 
Worker,” east coast Communist newspaper, 9/28/62. If approved, to handled 
by the Administrative Division. 










.S'" 



-X. 

failing to promptly disseminate Fair 



^Veteran), New York - Censure for 
V for Cuba information to Dallas concerning 



1 subject Oswald. If approved,^ to be handled by the Administrative Division. 

^ ^ #■ 



. , - 0. -■J vAtPra.nl. New York - Censure for failure to 

1 (insure that Fair* PUy for Cvjtba Sot concerning Oswald more 

lldisseminated to Dallas. If approved, to be handled by the Administrative Division. 
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•Memorandum for Mr. Tolson 
Re: Lee Harvey Oswald 







(Nonveteran), New Orleans - Censure for delayed 
reporting and fallurTtopS^^ Index. If approved, to be handled by the 

Administrative Division. V 










[in San Francisco 
in this matter. If approved. 






__(both Nonveteran) 

"Dallas) - Censurd for over-all responsibility 
imistrative Division to handle. 

I 






8. (Nonveteran), New Orleans - Censure 

I [ for falling to Insure that in reporting this matter and for 

I I falling to put subject on the Security Index. 



1 




Censure and probation for falling to 

investigation concerning Oswald, upon Oswald's re*”™ 

Oswald’s wife interviewed; also for removing stop on Oswald in Ident on 10/ «y 3, 
falling to put Oswald on Security Index and for “Ot reopening Bureau file to 
\ follow on Dallas after Dallas sent out letter on 3/25/63 to consider totervlew of 
1 Oswald’s wife. If approved, to be handled by the Administrative Division. 

i s ^ 














A' 



- 8 - 




( 



Memo fof Mr. Tolson 
Re:' Lee Harvey Oswald 
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®10. Seat of Government Supervisor 
Censure and probation for fat ling to take action 
completely review file mTtjy^^^a^ter^^issas^ynation^^ 
more vigorously after 

failure to have subject placed on Security Index. II approved, 
Administrative Division, 




nveteran) - 
failing to 
Impress 
and 

d by the 






® U. Seat of Government Supervisor 




^^^g^j^gtVeteran) - 
spiff of considerable Fair 



Censure for failing to place Oswald on Security Index, — ^ 

Iplay for Cuba Committee activity coupled with previous Soviet defection backgroun 



LJraAJ av/Ji 

9'^ 






II 



®12. Seat of Government Supervisor ly: 

Censure for delay in handling incoming 10/18/63 cablegram tin. laiilco City and 
for not putting subject on Security Index. v ^ 




Sl!s!!?i"ff;'iver-alir«spo..s^^ity in this matter^ n 7 

^ ' 



(all Nonveterans) - 
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Memo for Mr. Tolson 
Re: Lee Harvey Oswald 



MStT 



(J 



with respect to the 5tocordtad” they should ' 

they have had more than a year of event they should be involuntarily separatad, 

be LtiUed to 30 days» written notice They would also 

friS.rof%re^ Commlssloh lor any ol these acUons. 





1 . f' . ' 
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Memorandum Mr. Gale to Mr. Tolson 
Re: LEE HARVEY OSWALD 
INTERNAL SECURITY - R 
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ADDENDUM: C. D. DeLoach:hH_ 



12/10/63 



I recommend that the suggested dlsclpUnary acUon be held In 

tn the communications media, concerning the FBI taking disclpimary muot 

its D^so^rwith r^ to captioned matter would be assumed « a <toect admls- 

s,cnTa"e‘respoLlble for negligence »“ight 

«Uon ’of this nature would result In considerable adverse 

I do not believe that any of our persomel wm U,e possibility 

voo ^n/^^r^^ted he olans to issue no subpoenaes. There is, nowever, uic v j 

\ ^he pllic wUl learn of disciplinary action ^ing taken against our personnel 

1 and, therefore, start a bad, unjustifiable reaction. 







.f' 



ADPamnu (/BB=csb)^^i2m^ ^ ^ «»« 

Include a c.so such a. ®®**^**.®»^ ’ iSThelr'Judgi.ntj th. crltSrla 
l^^u^4y-cg,r.dri^^ -y A..istm.t_.>lr.c^> 

; GIILjUBN^ ~ 

v- Aside from the 








e. 
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